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Waiuku College provides students with a safe and 
academically driven environment to achieve their potential. 
Apart from the English, Mathematics and Science subjects, 
our school offers many other options such as:

ESOL, Languages, Art, Drama, Graphic Design, Business 
Studies, Photography, Sculpture, Painting/Drawing, Maori, 
Woodwork, Hospitality, and Digital Technology.

A variety of sporting activities are also available after school: 
tennis, clay bird shooting, hockey, rock climbing, soccer, 
rugby, basketball, motocross, golf, equestrian, and cricket.

For students who enjoy music, we have a strong Music 
Department which offers options to sing in a choir, play 
instruments and/or join the school band.

Come and enjoy academic success & experience the true 
Kiwi lifestyle here at Waiuku College!

Ngā mihi nui, 
Kind regards

   
               Stuart Kelly 
                Principal | Tumuaki

The Benefits of  
Waiuku College
	> Located in the Auckland region of New Zealand

	> A true Kiwi experience

	> Safe learning environment

	> Excellent NCEA results – average 85% passes for all 3 Levels

	> Pathways for international students to universities

	> Strong ESOL support – Immersion English & Academic  
English programmes

	> Individualised academic programme – flexible arrangement 
across levels

	> Multicultural International Student Department to provide strong 
student support

	> Small number of international students to allow interaction  
with local students

	> Good & caring homestay families including farm & horse 
homestay families

	> Various sports available including clay bird shooting & equestrian

	> Short term & semester exchange programmes available

Kia ora,

Our International Programme 
is regarded as a Good Practice 
model by Education NZ. 

Waiuku College has approximately 
1,000 students and offers 
students a true New Zealand 
experience. Set in safe and 
beautiful natural surroundings, 
Waiuku is a country town in the 
Auckland Region hosting about 
6000 people. It is only 60km from 
the Auckland city centre and 17 
minutes by car to the next larger 
town, Pukekohe. Waiuku is famous 
for its wild West Coast black 
sand beach for surfing, riding and 
paragliding.

For students who seek horse 
riding or other equestrian 
adventures, farm homestay 
families are available to them 
(transport to school is free by 
our school bus). Waiuku also has 
many amenities such as a large 
supermarket, cafés, restaurants, 
tennis club, swimming pool, golf 
course, fitness centres, etc.

Hello and welcome.



RESIDENTIAL AREA

WAIUKU COLLEGE 
CAMPUS

MANUKAU HARBOUR

AUCKLAND CITY - 65KM

AUCKLAND  
AIRPORT - 52KM

Location of some
host families

Amongst New Zealand’s  
best surfing beaches

New Zealand’s largest city

Convenient access to  
international and domestic travel

About Our College 
Waiuku College is a public, co-educational high school. We have 1,000 students from  
13-18 years old (Year 9 – Year 13). Our college is in Waiuku, a suburb 50 minutes from 
Auckland which is New Zealand’s largest city. Waiuku is a semi-rural community and is well 
known for our beautiful West Coast black sand beaches, stunning forestry, generations 
of family farms and New Zealand Steel Mill. The college has developed a reputation for 
innovation, quality of education, culture, sport, and a genuine commitment to individual 
student support. We provide excellent opportunities for students in all our subject areas 
however our areas of strength include Mathematics, Science, Te Reo Māori, Technology, 
and the Arts.



WAIUKU 
COLLEGE CAMPUS

Facilities
We pride 
ourselves on being 
an innovative institution. 
We realise the importance 
of ensuring that students are 
prepared for an exciting future, 
and we are committed to providing 
opportunities that will allow them to gain 
the skills they need. 

The college is designed with multiple 
blocks, with each block being for a specific 
department, Science, Math, English, Languages, 
Sport, Technology, Art all having their own department 
block. We have a large hall, where we get together for 
assemblies, and to celebrate the successes of our students. 
The commons area is a “home away from home” and provides 
a living space in which our Year 13 students can gather before and 
after college, as well as during breaks in the day. 

We are fortunate to have 2 gymnasiums where students practice and play 
Basketball, and large outdoor fields for Rugby, Football and Hockey.



Homestay  
Accommodation
We understand how important it is that students are placed 
in a family that is the most suitable for them. Our team in 
the International Department take considerable care to 
make placements that consider proximity to school, family 
makeup and your child’s individual needs. 

When applying, students have an opportunity to tell us 
about their requirements in terms of allergies, medical 
issues, dietary preferences and to tell us about themselves, 
which is very important for us when making placements. 

To make sure students are happy and cared for, our 
International Department visit host families at least twice a 
year and students are also interviewed at least twice a year.  

All homestay families living in Waiuku (or the surrounds)  
live in homes that are warm and comfortable. You can  
be confident that you child will be in a home that  
is clean and safe, with appropriate space  
and facilities

Local Area
Waiuku is a well-developed 

town, known for its community 
spirit, rural hospitality, cultural 

heritage, and its forward thinking to 
create a distinctive, safe, neighbourly 

environment with its own recreation 
facilities. Directly opposite the school is the 

local Medical Centre, and all within a 5-minute 
walking area we have on offer a range of community 
facilities including: our local library, community pool, 

netball centre, shopping hub, rugby fields, football 
fields, parks, cricket club, plus many more. 

Our local black sand beaches are within minutes of our 
beautiful town. Waiuku also features good transport 

options with pedestrian and cycle access and a bus 
hub allowing students easy access to Auckland city.  

We are close to Auckland Airport the largest and 
busiest airport in New Zealand. This is a real benefit for 

our international students as they do not need to take 
internal flights to return to their country



Devices & Stationery
We expect all students to bring their own 
device to support their learning at school. 

Our teachers expect students to bring this 
to lessons every day, just as one would 
expect stationery or any other materials.

We believe that learning is enhanced 
when students are able to use the 

device they prefer and it also increases 
the amount of time they can use this for 

their learning. We’ve found that the most 
suitable option is a laptop with a keyboard 

and a reasonable screen size. As we are 
a phone free school, Smart phones or 

tablets are not suitable. 

Our IT Department will ensure the correct 
programs are installed on your student’s 
device. Students will be provided with a 

basic stationery pack on arrival. Some 
subjects will have additional specific 

stationery requirements that students  
may have to purchase themselves.



Student Support
International Directors are on hand 

at all times to help the students 

adjust into Waiuku College. We have 

an open-door policy to help meet 

student’s needs. 

Our International Department offers an 

environment where students can come 

and feel welcome and comfortable.

Orientation
On the first day of school, you will  

be welcomed to Waiuku College with a  

powhiri (a Maori welcoming ceremony). 

Your school buddy will be ready and waiting to welcome  

you. All Students will participate in acomprehensive orientation  

program during the first week of term.

Students will meet with the Dean of International students to 

discuss their subject options and to assess how their prior 

learning matches chosen subjects.

Stuart  
Kelly

Principal

Jerilynne  
Dong-Bhana

Deputy Principal & 
International  

Director

Antoinette 
Walters
Director of  

Community &  
Global Relations



Uniforms
Waiuku College requires students to wear 

a school uniform. Uniform should be 

worn at all times between school, home 

and on trips outside the classroom.

Details of uniform regulations are 

available on our website.

www.waiuku-college.school.nz/
school-information/uniform/

Year 9-12 
Students

Year 13 
Students



To enhance citizenship and put into practice the values of the college, 
we have a comprehensive co-curricular programme. Providing 
opportunities for students to experience and develop skills and  
personal qualities through activities beyond the classroom.

Model UN 
Music Club 
YES Program 
Orienteering
40 Hour Famine 
Show Quest 
Peer Support
Kapa Haka
Polyfest 
Environmental 
Clay Bird Shooting
Duke of Edinburgh
Student Council
Drama Club
Chess Club

Sports and Clubs
Being active, being involved, and being challenged is an intrinsic part of being a “kiwi kid”.

Netball  
Rugby 
Football
Hockey
Basketball
Rock Climbing 
Volleyball

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

Athletics ✓

Badmington ✓ ✓

Baseball ✓

Basketball ✓ ✓

Cricket ✓ ✓

Hockey ✓ ✓

Lacrosse ✓ ✓

Netball ✓ ✓

Rugby ✓ ✓

Soccer ✓ ✓ ✓

Softball ✓ ✓

Swimming ✓

Table Tennis ✓ ✓

Tennis ✓

Touch Rugby ✓ ✓

Volleyball ✓ ✓



February July November

Semester 1 Semester 2

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

Summer Winter Summer

How Does  
NCEA Work?

The following is a simplified overview  
of the NCEA system. More details  

can be found at: www.nzqa.govt.nz 

There are three levels of NCEA;  
Levels 1-3 which are generally taught  
in Years 11-13. To achieve an NCEA 

level, students need to achieve eighty 
credits. Credits are gained by passing 

subject assessments which are 
generally worth 4 Credits.

The Academic Year
Our academic year begins in February and consists of four,  
ten-week terms. As NCEA assessment occur throughout the 
year students are able to begin school at any time but starting 
in February allows students to access all the subjects, sports 
and clubs we have available. NCEA students also have exams at 
the end of the year, these commence in November. The number 
of exams a student has and when their final exam will be varies 
based on the subjects your child has chosen. 

What is NCEA?
Our National Qualification is  
the National Certificate  
of Educational Achievement  
(NCEA) and was introduced 
between 2002-2004. 



SEMESTER 1

TERM 1 

Wed 1 Feb FIRST DAY TERM 1   |   Year 9 Induction / Powhiri / Senior Course Confirmation

Thu 2 Feb Year 9 Induction / Senior Course Confirmation / Year 9 ID Photos

Fri 3 Feb All Year Levels in on Timetable

Mon 6 Feb Waitangi Day (Public Holiday)

Wed 8 Feb Sports Muster

Thu 9 Feb ID / Portrait / Class Photos

Thu 6 Apr LAST DAY TERM 1

TERM 2

Mon 24 Apr FIRST DAY TERM 2 

Tue 25 Apr Anzac Day (Public Holiday)

Mon 5 Jun Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)

Fri 30 Jun LAST DAY TERM 2

SEMESTER 2

TERM 3

Mon 17 Jul FIRST DAY TERM 3

Fri 22 Sep FIRST DAY TERM 3

TERM 4

Mon 9 Oct FIRST DAY TERM 4

Mon 23 Oct Labour Day Observed (Public Holiday)

Fri 8 Dec LAST DAY TERM 4    |   Junior Prize Giving

Waiuku College  
Programme 2023



International Study Fees 
The tuition fee covers normal school tuition, textbooks (on loan), and orientation programme.  

The Board of Trustees reviews all fees annually.

Additional Costs
Extra costs not covered are:

• Uniform costs - see uniform information sheet     approx. $350
• Stationery, includes subject workbooks      allow $200
• School field trips, and camps (for some subjects)
• Entry fees to external examinations and awards
• NCEA entry fee (for year 11, 12 & 13 students only)   $383.30 per candidate 
• Involvement in extra-curricular activites; sports, cultural, and clubs.
• Competitions: Students will have the opportunity to enter national  

competitions. Typically these are in Mathematics, Science, English  
& Chemistry and have entry fees of approximately $5.

• Personal spending money.

For a better understanding of the cost of living, please refer to the Study in New Zealand website. 
www.studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/live-work/cost-of-living

TUITION FEE (NZD)

Full Year (4 Terms) $14,500

3 Terms $10,875

2 Terms $7,250

1 Terms $3,625

ADMINISTRATION FEE (NZD)

Full Year (4 Terms) $800

3 Terms $800

2 Terms $500

Less Than 2 Terms $500

HOMESTAY FEE (NZD)

Homestay Placement Fee $350

Homestay Per Week $250

AIRPORT FEE (NZD)

Airport Pickup & Return $200

CONTINGENCY FUND FEE (NZD)

Students can use this fund to pay for school trips, camps, uniforms and in school or extra-curricular  
sports such as horse riding and surfing. Any money remaining in the student’s account will be refunded  
back to the parents at the end of the course. 

 $1000



How to Apply
To allow speedy processing, all our  
applications are submitted via our website:

www.waiuku-college.school.nz

You will need to provide a copy of your:
• Passport 
• Most recent school reports

To help us make the most appropriate 
home-stay placement please take time 
to provide a full description of yourself 
including your likes and dislikes. This will 
allow our homestay team to allocate you to 
a family that is the best match for you.
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