
  
Ngaa Mihi Aroha Kia Nga Whanau Whanui O Te Kareti O Waiuku.                
 
A warm greeting to the Students, Parents and Community of Waiuku College 
 
This is my final newsletter as Principal of Waiuku College 
 
My thanks to everyone who was involved in or attended my farewell activities over the last 2 to 3 weeks at Waiuku 
College. 
 
Special thanks firstly to the Senior Leadership Team who all had delegated events to organize and keep secret from me. 
It has been a pleasure to be a part of this group who I believe are the best iteration of our SLT in my 13 years at the 
college. My heartfelt thanks to them for all they have done to make my farewells so special. 
  
Secondly to those of you who supported each of the events by being the workers behind the scenes who made 
everything come together – you all did an amazing job as each event was brilliantly organized and executed. And I 
include the Powhiri for our new Principal, Stuart Kelly as part of this acknowledgement as well! 
 

 
 (adjusting the korowai on Stuart Kelly and he is handed over to Waiuku College at the Powhiri) 
 
Thanks to you all for the kind words, both spoken and written, the gifts both individual and collective and to those of 
you who came to see me privately to say goodbye in the week leading up to my last day. The words and gifts mean a lot 
to me. The Table Saw and Drop Saw given by the college were perfect to keep me busy in my Man-Shed for years to 
come. And the college monogrammed Swandri and Photo Memory Book given by the students – will be treasured (and 
useful on cold mornings!) 
  
It has been a roller coaster of emotion these last few weeks, but it has all been positive and as the last function got 
closer on the last Friday of the term, I really felt a weight lift off my shoulders and I was able to really enjoy being in a 
such a loving and celebratory environment for that last school function. 
 



 
(Unveiling the Principals History Collection and standing next to my gifts)  
 
My acknowledgement to Ngaati Tea Ata, our Maori Faculty staff and everyone else involved in the very special 
community farewell at Pukeoware Hall on the Saturday before. I felt very humbled and honoured to have such aroha 
shown to me by our community. I was also very privileged to be the recipient of a beautiful feather Korowai (cloak), a 
Haka! and a range of other amazing gifts which I will always treasure. Nga Mihi ka Koutou. And a mihi to Whaea Piki 
Jakeman for the beautiful Pounamu Tiki. 
                                    

                                                
It has been an absolute privilege to have been the Principal of Waiuku College for these 13 years and I will always 
treasure the memories and the friendships that I have made with so many people over this time.  Most especially the 
memories and friendships with past and present students, because they are what the school is really all about. 
  
I will be spending a few days with our new Principal, Stuart Kelly this week and hope that his transition into the role will 
be positive, smooth and successful. I will certainly be doing my best to help make it so. 
I ask and hope that he be given time to find his feet at the college and to grow into the special leader that we all want 
for Waiuku. Some elements of our local social media were unfairly unkind towards the college and myself in recent 
times and I hope that those people can reflect on the damage that they do to their own local school and to its staff, with 
their thoughtless criticism and mostly inaccurate sharing of rumours and opinion. I hope it is something we will see less 
of in the future. 



 
As I walk away however, my memories will be mostly of the amazing parental support and generosity shown to me, the 
college and it’s students in my time here. And of all the wonderful students who make the school the rich, diverse, 
challenging and rewarding place, that it is! 
 
Titiro Tei Tei Waiuku – Aim high and be the best that you can for your school and for yourself. 
  
  
Farewell and thanks for the memories…. 
  
E Noho Ra Waiuku 
 
Tom Vanderlaan – Retired Principal J 
 

 


