
 

  

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students and Community 

Nga Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm Greetings to you all 

The shorter winter days are upon us and we are enjoying switching on our classroom heat pumps to 
warm to keep our classrooms cosy for our staff and students.  Thanks again to ACSL in Waiuku for 
their installation work last year. 

Matariki starts soon and the college, along with a number of local schools will be involved in a concert 

event and other celebrations to mark this significant time on the Maori calendar.  We are applying 
the concept of Christmas fairy lights to our school Whare Matoro for the Matariki period and will be 
lighting up the façade to brighten our school entrance at night. 

School Roll Growth and Zoning 
Waiuku College reached capacity this year with a roll of 940, being greater than the room capacity 
which is for just over 900.  We have met with the Ministry about probable future growth and they 
have agreed to two things: 

1. We will get a school zone 
2. We will get a new 6 classroom block in the near future and another block further out 

Both these things are good news for the college as we look to grow to over a 1000 next year and 
probably to 1200 by 2025. 

School Zone 
We will most likely have a zone that follows the shore of the Waikato river, the West Coast and the 
Manukau Harbour shoreline.  We will butt up against the existing zones of Rosehill College to the 
North East and Pukekohe High School to the South East. 

A zone means that the school could be closed for ‘Out of Zone’ enrolments although provision exists 
to allow some places to be balloted for siblings of existing out of zone students.  For example, from 
Waiau Pa. 

We are discussing having an overlap zone with Rosehill for Waiau Pa and if that is allowed, then 
students will have the option to choose which of the two schools they want to attend. 

The Ministry will shortly provide us with maps of our proposed zone and an information sheet to allow 
community feedback and consultation.  We will be making these available to our parent community. 

Principal Appointment 
The Board interviewed a number of candidates on Saturday 22nd May  and have narrowed the field 
down for a further round of interviews on Wednesday 2nd June.  My thanks to the Board for the time 
and effort that they are putting into this very important process. 

Principal’s Farewell 
Staff will be farewelling Principal, Tom Vanderlaan on the last day of term, . 

Students will hold a farewell ceremony during a special assembly on Wednesday 7th July. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Vanderlaan 

28th May 2021 Principal’s Desk – Te Tipu O Te Tumuaki 

Important Dates 

START OF TERM 2 – 3rd May 

Senior Report Evening 
Thu 3rd June – 4.30-7.00pm 

Queen’s Birthday holiday 
Mon & Tue 7th & 8th June 

Sport & Cultural Photos 
Fri 11th June 

Cultural Week 
Mon 14th to Fri 18th June 

Canteen Day 
Tue 15th June 

Board meeting 
Mon 21st June, 5.30pm 

RYDER 
Mon 21st June, 5.30pm 

Junior Report Evening 
Tue 29th June – 4.30-7.00pm 

Last day of Term 2 
Fri 9th July – half-day House 
Sport Competition 

 
Please note that the        

newsletter is emailed to    

parents\caregivers, so please 

ensure we have your correct 

email address. 

 

         Phone:  +64 9 235 8139                                     Waiuku College, Constable Rd, P.O. Box 124,  Waiuku 2123 

         Fax:       +64 9 235 8137                                      Website:  www.waiuku-college.school.nz 

         Email:   office@waiuku-college.school.nz           

 

mailto:office@waiuku-college.school.nz


 

 

  

Our Values 

 

Whanaungatanga 

Relationships 

Responsibilities 

 

 

Whakaute  

Pride 

Respect 

 

 

 

Kaitiakitanga 

Guardianship 

Sustainability 

Safety 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Camp 
Close to 200 of our year 9 students spent two days up at Awhitu for their camp which was delayed 
from term 1 due to Covid 19 school closure.  We got lucky with an amazing week of superb weather 
which meant that we were able to enjoy all the planned activities.  Even the loss of our water supply 
in the middle of the week did not hamper us as we were able to move across the road and use the 
Presbyterian Camp facilities.   

My thanks to David Hopkins and the High Wire Charitable Trust once more for their support, and of 
course to camp boss Mr Hammersley and his fabulous team of staff helpers.  It was a privilege for me 
as principal to spend the whole week on camp, and to get to know and enjoy time with so many of 
the Year 9 students. (even though I lost a few during orienteering!) – see photos on back page 

School Ball 
We have over 300 students attending the school ball at Ellerslie Events Centre on Saturday June 19th.  
Please note the change of venue from what was originally Eden Park.  This was changed due to the 
possibility of an unforeseen Rugby competition.  

The ball committee has done an amazing job and we look forward to an enjoyable night for all. As this 
will be my last ball, I will be dusting off my very best dancing shoes for some final fancy moves! 

He Mamae Aroha 
Our condolences go to the whanau and friends of two of our ex-students who passed away recently. 

Shadrack Komene was only 24 and died after a sudden illness and Tyler Akarana-Tapara was only 22 
when she passed away in Australia.  E nga mate – haere, haere, haere. 

 

Nga Mihi Kia Koutou 
Tom Vanderlaan – Principal 

 

Pink Shirt Day – recent mufti day for Anti Bullying raised $550.00 

 
 

Matariki Festival 2021 – combined schools concert 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Wearable Art 2021 
This competition will take place on Wednesday 16th June 2021.  Your challenge is to create a garment reflecting one of this year’s 
categories which are Kiwiana, TV/Movie Characters or Recycling.  Students can enter individually or with a group.  Entry forms are 
available from Mrs Cook in C Block.  House points and prizes up for grabs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Cultural Week 2021 
Cultural Week will be taking place in Week 7 (14th to 18th June) of this term.  This is a week where Waiuku College celebrates the 
diversity of cultures at the college through the arts.  There will be various cultural performances and workshops happening through-
out the week, as well as the Prefects Colour Run and Wearable Arts.  Check the daily notices for more information and sign-up days.  

Kapa Haka – Polyfest 
In term one, week 9, our Waiuku College Kapa Haka group took the stage at the 2021 ASB POLYFEST - an annual event that 
celebrates culture, heritage, performance and instils pride in students about their cultural identity.  Our split with Wesley has seen a 
big increase in boys taking part in Kapa Haka which I believe is a real positive for these boys and for Waiuku college. 

Due to Covid19 - the Polyfest last year was cancelled, so this year students were eager and determined to take part in the kaupapa.   

Our Roopu prepared and practiced for 6 weeks prior to the big day - practicing during lunchtimes, after school and even 
weekends.  They learnt seven aggregate items and executed their performance with Mana and Pride.  

Huge mihi to Whaea Piki, Whaea Rhema, Matua Henare for tutoring our group and also to all teachers and whaanau who were able 
to support and help to get our group over the line.  
 

Mānuka ki Awaroa, te ara tawhito ō ngā tūpuna 

(Manukau harbour to the Awaroa River, the ancient pathway of our ancestors) 10th – 14th May 2021 

Mānuka ki Awaroa - A journey of discovery and appreciation was recently completed by Senior Te Reo Maori students which travelled 
the ancient portage of Te pae ō kaiwaka between the Manukau harbour and Waikato river. This kaupapa was a journey on the whenua 
and waterways covering some 60 kilometres over five days that travelled to Wāhi tapu significant to the Ngāti Te Ata ō Waiohua in 
the Waiuku area.  

The aim of the trip was to build self-awareness, confidence, resilience, team work, and unity.  Also, to participate in hikoi, learn about 
our environment, local history and heritage sites around Waiuku. 

The trip took place over the 10th – 14th May with a better than expected weather forecast which allowed all activities to be completed. 
Twelve selected Te Reo Maori students started at Tahuna Marae with a Karakia by our Rangatira (Chief) Riki Minhinnick, followed by 
hikoi on the first two days to prominent Pā sites on the Awhitu peninsula.  Our group camped in tents at Awhitu Regional park with 
all the essentials we needed.   

On day three, Ratahi Cruises provided passage from Matakawau to Waiuku with Kaumatua George Flavell providing commentary 
about wāhi tapu we passed along the way.  For our evening stay at Waiuku College we were privileged to have Roimata Minhinnick 
share some of the stories, history, and events about Maioro at Port Waikato.  

 

CANTEEN CARNIVAL TUESDAY 15TH JUNE 2021  
Waiuku College will be holding the annual Canteen Carnival at the college on Tuesday 

15th June 2021. To date we have eight brave students along with Mr Vanderlaan who 

have decided to shave/cut their hair to raise money for Canteen. Canteen supports young 

people living with cancer. The Carnival Day will feature food stalls, live music, Hair Shaving 

and Leg Waxing. There will be cash sales only so bring money along to support this 

amazing cause. 



On day four (Thursday) our group walked the ancient portage of Te Pae ō Kaiwaka from Tamakae reserve, up Queen St, and onto Misa 
Road.  We then entered the Awaroa River on Kayaks and continued our paddle south to the Waikato river, finishing at Hoods Landing 
for lunch. 

A quick vehicle trip to Te Puaha ō Waikato (Port Waikato) for our last nights stay.  We were grateful to have our final speaker for the 
evening, Whaea Sally who spoke to us about the history of Te Puaha ō Waikato, and our connections to the Mana whenua along the 
upper Waikato River. 

On day five (Friday) we finished our trip to Te Tae ō Rehua (Karioitahi Beach) for lunch before returning back to College, then home 
for a well deserved rest.  

Our trip had followed the old portage trail of our ancestors but more significantly visited four locations our School houses have been 
named after - Mānukanuka, Kaiwaka, Awaroa, Rehua. 

Many thanks to the land owners, Guest speakers, and staff who supported this pilot programme to make it a successful week. Mihi 
atu i ngā rangatahi e whakakapi ana hikoi ai te ara tāwhito ō ngā tūpuna. Mauriora. 

By Matua Selwyn Herewini - Kaitautoko 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



SPORT 
 

ADASH ROMAN - NATIONAL SWIMMING COMPETITION IN DUNEDIN 2021 
Adash has finished the NZ 2021 Division II Swimming Championships in Dunedin.  
He qualified for 8 races. Out of those 8 races, he qualified for 4 finals, and in one of these finals he took a bronze medal. What a 
fantastic result for a boy from a small country swimming club to be among the top of all amateur national swimmers.  
   

Here are his results: 
100m butterfly       2nd in qualifying swim and 6th in finals 

50m backstroke     6th in qualifying swim and 5th in finals 

50m butterfly       5th in qualifying swim and 4th in finals 

100m medley        2nd in qualifying swim  

100m freestyle      7th in qualifying swim  

200m medley         4th in qualifying swim  

50m freestyle         2nd in qualifying swim  

100m backstroke   1st in qualifying swim and 3rd in finals - bronze medal 
  

Below is the link to his swimming club's Facebook page where you can watch his performance and the medal ceremony.  
FAST - Fulton Amateur Swim Team - Home | Facebook 
  

The whole competition has been streamlined by SkySport Next YouTube Channel. 
     
 

RUGBY 
Our Waiuku College 1st XV, after a great win of 55 - 0 against Wesley College 3rd XV played at Waiuku College.  Special thanks to all 
the supporters who came to the game and to the management team of Hamish Pyne, Luci Taevalo & Selwyn Herewini. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                          
 

  

Congratulations to Charli Gardiner-Hall 
Charli attended the Auckland Athletics annual prizegiving at Mt Smart Stadium 
recently and was awarded the 2021 Auckland Athletics Junior Para Athlete of 
the Year. 
We are very proud of you Charli. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FastSwimmingClubNZ/


CLAYBIRD SHOOTING 
Recently our Claybird Shooting team travelled to Thames to compete at the Hauraki Plains College Shoot.  There was a great turnout 
of shooters on display and at the end of the day we were happy to report that our senior team was placed 2nd overall for the whole 
day over three events.  

For the Individual placings, it was a tight close race with three of our boys in shoot offs for the top placings. 

Congratulations to Tom Thomas for taking out 3rd place overall, Luke Cathcart 4th place and Jack Thomas 5th place.  

                     
 

Left to right:                                                                                                                                        Left to right: 
Hayden Coe, Luke Cathcart (Captain), Blake Short, Tom Thomas & Jack Thomas                Jack Thomas, Luke Cathcart & Tom Thomas 

 

CLAYBIRD SHOOTING TEAM IN TAUPO  

On Wednesday the 12th May the team travelled to Taupo to attend the third competition of the year staying at the Taupo Holiday 
Resort which, as in previous year,s counted for a great team bonding experience.  

On Thursday it was a cold windy start but fine weather prevailed.  At the Taupo Gun Club we learned that there were 200 shooters, 
around 38 squads in attendance from all around the Central North Island.  

Their Programme for the day was 25 single rise and 25 points score instead of the normal programme of 20 single rise 20 points score 
and 10 single barrell.  

It was our number one team of Jack Thomas, Hayden Coe, Blake Short, Tom Thomas and Captain Luke Cathcart who took out third 
place behind Rathkeale College 1st place, and Hamilton Boys 2nd Place.  

The girls team of Aimee Clarke and Ella Mowbray also placed 3rd behind John Paul College 1st, and Hauraki Plain College 2nd.   

Shooters Dylan Baird and Austin Roberts both showed the Top Team that they are knocking on the door with their consistent shooting 
which was so good to see.  It was also the 2nd shoot for our three new Year 9 shooters Toby McCabe, Conrad Askin and Ayden Askin, 
accompanied by their coach Mr Sean McCabe and Manager Mr Peter Askin.  

Manager Mrs Joanne Sands would like to thank the wonderful parents for all their support and help, and also the amazing coaching 
staff of Les Clarke, Bob Anderson and Mike Tarbitt.  

We look forward to the up and coming events and hopefully coming home with more great results.  

Joanne Sands - Claybird Shooting Manager.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CAITLIN ROSS who attended the Counties Manukau Special Olympics 

2-day Swimming Competition held in Hamilton.  

Caitlin placed 1st in the 25 metre Freestyle receiving a Gold Medal, 3rd in the 25 metre Backstroke 
receiving a Bronze medal, and 5th in the 50 metre Backstroke receiving a ribbon.  
Amazing effort from Caitlin, we are so proud of her.  

 

WAIUKU COLLEGE 2021 GOLF CHAMPION – RYAN BARRIBALL 
Congratulations to Year 10 student Ryan Barriball who is the Waiuku College 2021 Golf Champion. 

Congratulations also to Joshua Lowe and Jack Thomas for being Equal Runners-Up in this tournament.  

 

 



WAIUKU COLLEGE SPORTS DRAW - week commencing 25th May – Saturday 29th May 

TUESDAY 25TH MAY 
BASKETBALL:  
College Sport League - games at Bruce Pullman Park  
Waiuku College Senior Girls vs Alfriston   Court 1 @ 5.45pm    
Waiuku College Senior Boys vs Rosehill    Court 5 @ 7.15pm    
 

HOCKEY:  Games played at Counties Hockey Turf Pukekohe 
 Waiuku Mixed Development vs Tuakau College - 4pm on Turf 1    
Waiuku Mixed Prems vs Hauraki Plains College - 5pm on Turf 1  
  

WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY  
FOOTBALL:  All games played at 4pm 
Junior Boys   
Waiuku Hurricanes vs Strathallan @ Waiuku College field   
Waiuku Junior Prems vs Papatoetoe @ Papatoetoe HS. 
Senior Boys 1st XI  
Waiuku vs Edgewater @ Waiuku College Fields    
Senior Girls 1st XI  
Waiuku vs Otahuhu @ Otahuhu College  
 
NETBALL Secondary Schools Competition - 6.10pm 
College Gold vs Pukekohe High Snr Gold on court 3 @ Bruce Pullman Centre  
 
BASKETBALL 

NO BASKETBALL THIS WEEK AT FRANKLIN REC CENTRE DUE TO: 
Enviro Bulls vx Nuggets – Thursday 27th May at 7.30pm  
then 
NZ Breakers vx Illawarra Hawks – Friday 28th May at 7.30pm  
 
RUGBY 
FRIDAY 28th MAY 
Girls 10’s vs Papakura HS #2, 4.15pm - Papakura HS Field No 2   
 
WEEKEND OF RUGBY AT WAIUKU COLLEGE  
SATURDAY 29th MAY 2021 
10.45am    Waiuku Under 70kgs vs Green Bay High School@ Waiuku College 
10.45am  Waiuku Under 15 Open vs Wesley College White@ Wesley College    
12.00pm      Waiuku First XV vs Rosehill 1st XV @ Rosehill College  
Then stay and watch Issac and the Waiuku Prems take on Ardmore Marist at Waiuku Rugby Club @ 2.45pm  
 

SATURDAY NETBALL  - All games played at Waiuku Netball Centre 
Draw to be confirmed  

 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE TEAMS 
 

WAIUKU COLLEGE PREMIER SPORT TEAMS CAPTAINS 

Congratulations to the following students who have been chosen as Captains of their respective teams.  

We wish them all the best for the season ahead and look forward to hearing their results.  

 

 1ST XV RUGBY BOYS                                    10-A-SIDE GIRLS RUGBY  

   

Brock Wheatley and Taylor Murtagh                   Abbey Carroll and Chloe Baird  



1st XI BOYS FOOTBALL                                    1ST XI GIRLS FOOTBALL  

     

Hamish Rowe  and Mason Savage    Ashley Cowley and Alisha Wilson  

MIXED HOCKEY MAROON  1ST XI                                  MIXED HOCKEY GOLD 1ST XI   

       

Joshua Lowe and Jessica Saunders                    Darien Torpey and Isabella Hodgson    

GOLD NETBALL TEAM                     SILVER NETBALL TEAM  

                                            

Alicia Capes and Jordie Harcombe                     Hannah Mercer  

BOYS SENIOR BASKETBALL    GIRLS SENIOR BASKETBALL  

       

Cajun Butler       Hayley Hickmore and Brooke Glenny 

CLAYBIRD SHOOTING TEAM 

 

Luke Cathcart  



GIRLS RUGBY  
We are very proud of our girls who entered into the Counties Manukau 10’s Tournament being held on a Friday night at Papakura 
High School.  This team is growing every week in confidence and numbers and we are very thankful of the wonderful support from 
Coach, Gareth Manning and Manager, Michelle Carroll.  

They have started with 3-weeks of pre-season games and then they go into a round robin comp finishing with finals.  

We hope that we can continue on with more development in the girls’ game and have some one-day festival tournaments.  

 

 

             



 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                
                                            

 
 

 

BOARD MEETING DATES 

Monday 21 Jun – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 16 Aug – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 20 Sep – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 15 Nov – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 13 Dec – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

LIBRARY Opening Hours 
  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  

Note:  The Internet is available each day during              
lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books in 
the library, please see Mrs Becker.  

  

  

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

  

 

BOARD CONTACT DETAILS 

Peter Attwood (Chair)        peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Beanie Rattrie         rattrieb@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson         jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Gareth Manning        gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Tom Vanderlaan         vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Dep. Chair)        colin@webb.co.nz  

Josy Peita          Josy.Peita@ngatiteata.iwi.nz 

Stuart Muir          akastu@ps.gen  

 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
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                                       Waiuku Kāhui Ako term 1 2021 Panui 

Our Vision 

‘Working together to grow our learners and community’ 

Our Kāhui Ako schools are working together in a collaborative way with students, parents, whānau and community to 

accomplish our achievement goals. We are seeing the Kāhui Ako goals being weaved into school charters and strategic plans. 

We achieve this by working together on three important areas: 

● Grow hauora amongst our learners, whānau and staff 

● Develop and nurture effective relationships and partnerships with our community 

● Foster equitable learning opportunities and outcomes for all learners 

Lead team 

Emma Heaford (Waipipi Primary) 

Dianna Cotter (Pukeoware Primary) 

Kirsty Couper (Waiuku College) 

Todd Malcolm (Waiuku College) 

ECE/NE Transitions 

 

 

 

● Term 1 In-Focus Professional Development opportunity 
'Classroom Strategies to Support Students' Emotional 
Regulation' facilitated by Anna and Carmel from RTLB  

● Building relationships with each other and sharing our 
Learner Agency journeys 

● ECE and NE teachers connecting, Term 1 meeting for ECE 
and NE 'Reconnect & Refresh', collaborating to identify 
our next priority mahi to strengthen transition to school 

● Application made to Ministry for a 'Teaching Gifted 
Learners Scholarship' for our Waiuku Kāhui Ako   

 

 

Learner Agency 

Equitable Learning Outcomes 

• Term 1 preparation for Teacher Only Day 

• Working with Sandspit Road School and Awhitu School to 
share their Learner Agency Journey and discuss future 

plans and use of Kāhui Ako resources (thanks so much for 

having me) 

• Planning upcoming In Focus workshops 

• Special education PLD - ASD, Mind over Manner, 
Classroom Strategies to Support Students’ Emotional 
Regulation, Learner Agency 

• Transition to school social stories 

• Session on Te Rito and the standardised learning support 
register 

• Workstream - Year 8-9 transitions 

 

 



Upcoming Date Time Details 

Local Stories 

 

• Term 1 focus: Relationship building and kōrero with Ngati 
Te Ata  

• ‘Our pūrākau’ - collaboration with Iwi and schools to 
create opportunities for teachers and students to learn 
and share our local stories 

• Mahi started on ‘Pūtāiao festival 2021’ – developing 
science capabilities and kaitiakitanga with a local context 

• Collaboration with Enviro schools to deliver PLD and 
student leadership opportunities around environmental 
sustainability 

 

MOE Funding • URF Our pūrākau application successful - funding for 
developing resources/ opportunities to share local stories 

• URF Counselling application successful ($4000 per school)  

• PLD hours finished for learner agency (new application 
submitted for terms 3-4  

• PLD application Better Start Literacy Approach 

 

Within School Teacher Days: 

  

 

● Wednesday 19 May - 9.30am - Aka Aka School 
● Thursday 24 June 

● Learner Agency - Voice and 
Choice 

● Learner Agency - Awareness 
and Purpose 

In focus PLD 

 

 

 

 

● Saturday 22 May - 10am - 1pm - Waiuku Civic Centre  
 

● Culturally appropriate 
transition from ECE to 
School / whānau 
engagement – with Te 
Koopu  (Lunch provided) 

 ● Thursday 27 May - 3.30pm - Waiuku College 
 
 

● Local Stories with Matua 
George Flavell and Selwyn 
Herewini 

 ● June (Date to be confirmed) 
 

● Harekeke Workshop - Led by 
Enviroschools 

 • Thursday 24 June- 3.30pm - Waiuku College ● Brains and Behaviours – 
Balance Chiropractic  

 ● Saturday 22 May - 10am - 1pm - Waiuku Civic Centre  
 

● Culturally appropriate 
transition from ECE to 
School / whānau 
engagement – with Te 
Koopu  (Lunch provided) 

 ● Thursday 8 July - 5pm - 6pm - George Street Kindy ● ECE/NE Network Meeting 

 

 

 



 

 

 


