
 

  

2021 Another Year of Covid? 
I write this as the school is once more closed for instruction under Alert Level 3 Restrictions, the 
second such closure in the very short time we have been open this year. And of course, for our senior 
students, their 3rd disruption after the failure of our senior timetable at the start of the year. I 
acknowledge how unsettling this must be to our students and families.  

Remote learning teacher instructions to classes have been e-mailed out at the start of the week and 
we have also required all teachers and classes to hold at least one video lesson per week per class in 
a normal timetable lesson time slot. We are hopeful of a drop to Level 2 on Saturday night which 
would allow the school to reopen. 

Waiuku College Board 
The Board held its first meeting of the year on Monday February 15th. Two new members were co-
opted onto the Board to bring the number of parent & community representatives to six. Stu Muir 
has three students at the college and brings experience in sustainability and environmental 
governance, along with previous school Board experience. Josy Peita is the deputy chairperson for the 
governing body for Ngaati Te Ata, our local iwi.  The Board re-appointed Peter Attwood as Chairperson 
for 2021. 

The meeting received reports on student achievement for 2020, including NCEA results which are 
reported below.  The Principal also reported on the timetabling problems that affected senior 
students at the start of year, along with recommendations from the review carried out, to investigate 
a change of software for our Student Management System. 

Principal Appointment 
The formal letter of resignation for the Principal was also received, after which a leadership Consultant 
made a presentation to the Board on how they could support the process to appoint a new Principal. 

The Board agreed to appoint EDSOL to assist with the Principals Appointment process. An 
appointments sub-committee was set up which includes all Board members except the sitting 
Principal. A draft timeline has been agreed which would see a new Principal start in Term 3 this year. 

He Maemae Aroha – Saki Saunokonoko, Teacher 1974 to 1999 
The school mourns the passing of a much-loved former staff member, Saki Saunokonoko, who had 

such a long and valued career as a teacher at the college and also as an RTLB in our wider school 

community. Our thoughts and condolences go out to his wife, Lynda Shanks who also worked at the 

college – and to their wider family. 

Postponements – Athletics & Year 9 Camp 
Athletics sports were to be held on Friday this week, but have been postponed, as has the Year 9 
Camp scheduled for next week. We have confirmed a new camp booking for the first week of Term 2 
and will be sending out an updated camp newsletter to parents of Year 9 students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Vanderlaan 

March 2021 Principal’s Desk – Te Tipu O Te Tumuaki 

Important Dates 

TERM 1 2021 

Athletics Day (postponed due 

to Covid) 

Year 9 Camp (postponed due to 

Covid) 

NCEA Excellence Assembly 
Wed 17 March 

Board meeting 
Mon 22 March @ 5.30pm 

Franklin Careers Expo (at 
PIA hall in Pukekohe) 
Thu 25 March 

Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day 
Thu 1 April 

Hauraki Plains Sports Exch 
Fri 9 April 

Kaitiakitanga Week 
Mon 12 to Fri 16 April 

Polyfest 
Wed 14 to Fri 16 April 

EASTER 

Fri 2 to Tue 6 April 

Last day of Term 1  

Fri 16 April 

START OF TERM 2 

Mon 3 May 
 

Please note that the        

newsletter is emailed to    

parents\caregivers, so 

please ensure we have your 

correct email address. 

          Phone:  +64 9 235 8139              www.waiuku-college.school.nz             Waiuku College       Constable Rd 

         Fax:  +64 9 235 8137                    office@waiuku-college.school.nz          P.O. Box 124            Waiuku 2123 

 

http://www.waiuku-college.school.nz/
mailto:office@waiuku-college.school.nz


 

 

  

Our Values 

 

Whanaungatanga 

Relationships 

 

 

Whakaute  

Pride & Respect 

 

 

 

Kaitiakitanga 

Guardianship & 

 

 

 

 

NCEA Results 2020 – Franklin Comparison 

This table gives is a comparison of the average pass rate for the 3 other mid decile Franklin State 
Schools compared to Waiuku College. (Rosehill College, Tuakau College, Pukekohe High School) 

NCEA Result Waiuku Franklin Average NZ Average 
    

Level 1 78.3 72.7 70.2 

L1 Maori 70.2 59.2 58.2 
    

Level 2 91.7 79.2 79.1 

L2 Maori 89.2 69.2 70.5 
    

Level 3 64.7 70.0 71.4 

L3 Maori 60.0 51.2 59.9 
Source: NZQA Website Feb 26, 2021. 

Swimming Sports 
We were fortunate to be able to hold a successful school swimming sports at the Whiteside Pool last 
Friday. It was the first major house competition since we launched our new School House names. My 
thanks to Mrs Coe, our parent helpers and all the staff involved. 

Prefects and Leadership Training 
Our twenty-four new prefect leaders took part in a 2-day Leadership Camp at the Awhitu 
Environmental Camp early in February. Amongst other activities we had an evening meal at the 
Awhitu Golf Club where it was great to mingle with former students, parents and local community. 

Our four Head students also followed up in attending a Leadership Day at Waikato University with 
other school leaders. 

.  

Parent Contact Details 

We ask that parents check the school EDGE App to see that their e-mail, address and phone details 
are up to date and correct. Please notify the office of any changes – office@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Uniform 
It has been great to see increasing numbers of junior girls choosing to wear the grey boys polo shirt  
and dark shorts which are acceptable under our uniform rules. We are also allowing boys and girls to 
wear the Warehouse Regulation Long Black trousers which can be requested at the shop. The school 
office still has some long girls trousers available at low prices. The Warehouse does not stock the 
woollen school jumpers after we deleted them from our uniform when we brought in the hoodie. 
However, the school office still has some old jumper stock in limited sizes for those who still wish to 
have them. 

Jewellery Rules 
Small plain ear studs or sleepers which must be a maximum of 12mm round and be able to be rotated 
through the ear lobe (so not chunky may be worn). A small nose stud may be worn for cultural reasons. 
Neck jewellery of a cultural or personal nature may also be worn, but should be under the uniform for 
practical activities as instructed by teachers (safety reasons). We do not allow students to wear facial 
studs or ear lobe spacers and expanders. 

School Roll and Staffing 
On March the 1st we confirmed our school roll at 940 students which has allowed us to add some 
staffing. Our first appointment will be a new SENCO (Special Education Needs Coordinator) who we 
hope will start in term 2. We are also in the process of appointing our first school nurse who will be 
on site 3 days a week. 

Tom Vanderlaan, Principal 
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Absence \ Sickness 
If your student is absent we appreciate either a call, email, or notification via the school app with the reason for them being away.   

Students' who take sick during school hours must come to the Student Centre where they will be assessed and a call made home 
to arrange pick up if necessary. 

Please discourage your student from making contact with you without our knowledge.  Should a student be required to leave the 

school grounds during the course of the day, a phone call or message in advance is appreciated. 

Congratulation to Mitchell Hilton 
Mitchell Hilton recieved the Prime Ministers Vocational Excellence Award which he achieved in 2020 for showing 

enthusiasm and aptitude in his vocational classes. He received $2000.00 to use towards his chosen career pathway. 

 

Congratulations to Jessica Lu 
Jessica was delighted and thankful to have been selected into the United Nation Youth High School Ambassador programme 
for 2021.  On the 20th February she attended the training hui at the University of Auckland where she learnt about her role 
as a high school ambassador, was introduced to civics education, and learnt how Model United Nations works.  It was a 
fantastic experience for her as it gave her lots of knowledge and she also met many like-minded young people. 

 UN Youth New Zealand is a registered charity that offers education about global affairs and aims to inspire global citizens. 
Her mission as a High School Ambassador is to create a UN Youth club within the school where we can play games, chill and 
discuss international and local affairs in a safe and fun environment.  Her aim is to help and encourage students to develop 
essential public speaking, interpersonal and diplomacy skills. Students will get to share their perspectives through debating 
on important global issues such as gender equality, human rights and sustainable development etc.  They achieve all of this 
through interactive workshops in club sessions and attend external events such as the Model United Nations in the school. 

 They are completely volunteer-led and one of the largest youth organisations in the country. In the end, they aim to 
empower young people to go out into the world with confidence to make a positive impact on the issues we care about.  
They are proud to be run by youth, for youth! 

 

 



 

  

SPORT 
 

Swimming Results 2021 
We had a wonderful and successful swimming sports. Even though the numbers were smaller than normal I felt the level of 
participation was up and there were a lot of great heats of swimming to watch.  

The finals were brilliant and 1 junior boy broke 3 records, so that shows the calibre of the swimming.  

I have to mention the strong two Teachers teams that took the line up at the end of the day and finished our day in style. 
Well done Lino, Amy, Doug, Bindy, Allana, Michelle, Selwyn and Cindy. it was a tight contest and you are all winners.  You 
are the talk of our younger students who have obviously not seen their teachers take to the pool.  Simply Brilliant.  

CHAMPIONS 
JUNIOR GIRLS  
1st      Emma Cunningham    Rehua   24 points  
2nd  Equal                Meredith Williams                  Kaiawaka  18 points  
    Cacee Forde     Maanuka  18 points  

 
INTERMEDIATE GIRLS  
1st   Calee Dally    Awaroa   24 points    
2nd   Briar Roden    Maanuka  18 points  j 
3rd   Kiriana Mikaere    Kaiwaka   10 points  

 
SENIOR GIRLS  
1st   Zoe Lund    Kaiwaka   24 points     
2nd   Beanie Rattrie    Rehua   19 points 
3rd   Erica Webb    Kaiwka   18 points 

 
JUNIOR BOYS 
1st   Adash Roman    Awaroa   23 points 
2nd   Remy Burns    Maanuka  21 points  
3rd  Taylor Greene    Maanuka  13 points 

INTERMEDIATE BOYS 
1st   Sam Henderson    Rehua   12 points   
2nd   Troy Torpey    Rehua   11 points  
3rd   Alex Webb    Rehua    8 points     

SENIOR BOYS  
1st  Darien Torpey    Awaroa   20 points  
2nd   Jared Falcone    Rehua   18 points  
3rd  Finn Strickland    Rehua    8 points  

 
GRAND HOUSE TOTALS  
1st place    KAIWAKA  HOUSE WITH 358 POINTS   

2nd place   REHUA HOUSE WITH 293 POINTS   

3rd place   AWAROA HOUSE WITH 279 POINTS  

4th place   MAANUKANUKA HOUSE WITH 243 POINTS    

SPIRIT SHIELD WINNERS - KAIWAKA 

Photo over the page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECORDS BROKEN:  



 

  

 



 

  
SPORT 

Attention all Waiuku College Junior Netball Players - All Year 9 and 10 Girls 

I am very pleased to announce an exciting new era for Waiuku College Netball.  

This year we are taking a new approach to netball and our main goal is "Creating a foundation for the future".  This will be 
driving our activities.  

This new approach has seen us partner with a local netball enthusiast to bring our Juniors the drills they need to develop their 
netball skills and ultimately creating a foundation for their netball future.  

To help us set our players for future success, we will be investing more time into our juniors during the season.  

We'll be starting our player development In March (see detailed information below) with skills and drills sessions and will then 
focus on coach development to ensure consistent and continued skill development for all our players.  

We will still be completing trials and team selections (see trial dates and times below) and a further selection of players will be 
made throughout the season for Waiuku College's first Netball Academy. More detailed information on the Academy will be 
provided later in the season.  

Skills & Drills sessions (3:30pm – 5.00pm)  

• Year 10 (Group one) – 9 & March  

• Year 9 (Group two) – 15 & 17 March  

• Year 9 (Group three) – 16 & 18 March  

Names for these groups will be published on this site closer to the time. Skills & Drills sessions (3:30pm – 5.00pm)  

We need you all to attend these sessions and receive the benefits of what we have to offer. 

TRIALS:  

Trials – all Year 9 & 10 (4.00pm – 7.00pm) 

• Trial one – Tuesday 23rd March  

• Trial two – Wednesday 24th March  

• Trial three – Thursday 25th March  

• Trial four - Tuesday 30th March  

Note: There will be one trial court and the other will be a warm up court. Please always make sure you bring your own water 
bottle, and wear appropriate training gear and netball shoes to all sessions. 

Please make sure if you are wanting to play Netball this year you have filled out your Expression of Interest form on the College 
Website page, look under the Sports Tab.  

If you have any queries please see Mrs Coe or Ms Carroll at Waiuku College, you can send me messages or email  -                  
ce@waiuku-college.school.nz.  

If you are new to College netball, please join our Waiuku College Facebook page where all notices and updates will be published.  
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BOARD MEETING DATES 

Monday 22 Mar – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 17 May – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 21 Jun – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 16 Aug – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 20 Sep – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 15 Nov – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

Monday 13 Dec – 5.30pm in Boardroom 

 

 

 

 

DENTAL NOTICE 
All students under the age of 18 are entitled to free 
dental care. 

The Dental Caravan no longer visits our school, so 
please register your child with a local dentist if you 
have not already done so.  Waiuku Dental Care is 
directly opposite the school as part of the Health 
Centre. 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

  

 

WANTED 

ICE CREAM CONTAINERS   

PLEASE DROP AT COLLEGE OFFICE 
  

 

LIBRARY Opening Hours 
  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  

Note  The Internet is available each day  
 during lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books in 
the library please see Mrs Becker.  

  

  

 

BOARD CONTACT DETAILS 

Peter Attwood (Chair)        peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Beanie Rattrie         rattrieb@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson         jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan   truffles8@hotmail.com 

Gareth Manning        gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Tom Vanderlaan         vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Dep. Chair)        colin@webb.co.nz  

Josy Peita          Josy.Peita@ngatiteata.iwi.nz 

Stuart Muir          akastu@ps.gen  
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In Memory of Saki Saunokonoko  
Saki came to Waiuku College in Term 3 of 1974 and taught a range of subjects – Geography, Social Studies and PE.  He loved 
Geography, particularly field trips to Rangitoto and Auckland CBD. 

Saki was for many years a Dean.  He went on many Year 10 camps up the Peninsula and assisted on Yr 12 camps.  He coached 
Rugby for a short while, and Cricket teams for many years. 

After leaving College in 1999 he became an RTLB working with children who needed extra help; his warm caring nature was well 
suited to this work. 

In the last few years he moved down to the South Island – first to Rangiora, then to Blenheim.  He continued to play golf until the 
last few weeks of his life.  He was well-loved and will be sadly missed. 
 

Article from the 1999 School Magazine 

“Mr Saunokonoko (or Mr Saki as most of us call him) has spent 25 years here at Waiuku College.  He came to us from Nadi, Fiji.  Since 
he has been at Waiuku College, he has been our main Geography teacher also teaching Science and Physical Education.  Being a keen 
sportsman, he has coached numerous sports teams, including cricket, volleyball and rugby.  You’ll never guess what he’s doing next 
year … going back to school!  (He’s training as a special resource teacher)  Mr Saunokonoko says he has had several memorable  
moments here, in particular being part of the staff relay team that broke the old school record.   

We wish Mr Saunokonoko the best and hope he has a good time at university next year.  But don’t worry, for those of you who need 
him he will still be around”  

           

                                      

 


