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Our Values

Principal’s Desk – Te Tipu O Te Tumuaki

Tom Vanderlaan

Start of year 2021
New Students and the Powhiri (see photo spread on back page)
We were pleased to have such great parent presence and community and local school support at our
Powhiri for new students at the start of the term.
The Year 9 students enjoyed 2 days of having the school to themselves as we went through orientation
and induction to make them feel at home and prepared for college life. There were 270 new Year 9s
and our total school roll now sits at around 950.

Disrupted Start for Seniors
Whanaungatanga
Relationships

Senior students were sent home on Wednesday Feb 10th at 10.15am, which was only their second day
at school. We apologize for the suddenness of this event and the failure of the college to have a
functional timetable in place. This situation was due to a total failure of the EDGE Student
Management System and its core Timetabling Function. The problems had become very apparent a
week earlier yet despite ongoing software support advice, the major corruption of the system that
had occurred meant that:
•
•
•

Whakaute
Pride & Respect

The senior timetable was completely mixed up and largely incomprehensible
Large numbers of classes were doubled up and around 75% of students had timetable
clashes.
Class lists were unable to be generated meaning attendance monitoring was not possible

It was clear that the senior school could not function and that not only were students and staff being
totally unproductive, we were also faced with the safety concerns associated with not knowing where
students were supposed to be at any given point in time. After discussion with the Senior Leadership
Team and the Board Chairperson, the decision was made to release the senior students. They were
called to an assembly to have the situation explained to them. Parents were notified by e-mail, School
App and FB messages. Junior Students were able to remain at school as they do most of their learning
every period in the same group which we could manage manually, as it is not so complex.
The college will ensure that time missed is made up for and that students are not disadvantaged in
their learning and achievement. We thank you for your understanding in what was a very challenging
and difficult situation.

Principals Retirement Announced

Kaitiakitanga
Guardianship &

Over the last 2 weeks, I informed the Board Chairperson, the staff and our students that I had made
the decision to retire as principal of Waiuku College. I have indicated a finishing date at the end of
Term 2. The board will be discussing a process for the appointment of a new principal which should
have that person in place for the start of Term 3. When I finish, I will have completed just over 13
years as the school leader. I have no further working plans at this stage and my decision is based on a
desire to step back from the responsibility and workload to allow myself more personal time. I will
have more time to reflect and comment on this decision in my upcoming newsletters, but I will say at
this stage that I still believe it to be an absolute privilege and an honour to be the Principal of this
amazing school and a member of the wider Waiuku Community.

NCEA 2020

Important Dates

Provisonal NCEA results have been released and we appear to have performed well considering
the challenges we faced over the past year.

TERM 1 2021
Class id & portrait photos
Thu 11 February
Senior Leadership Camp
Fri 12 to Sun 14 February
Athletics Day
Fri 19 February
Swimming Sports
Fri 26 February
Year 9 Camp
Mon 8 to Fri 12 March
Board meeting
Mon 15 February @ 5.30pm
NCEA Excellence Assembly
Wed 17 March
Board meeting
Mon 22 March @ 5.30pm
Franklin Careers Expo (at
PIA hall in Pukekohe)
Thu 25 March
Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day
Thu 1 April

Our Level 2 results in particular are really pleasing, but despite the improvements made in Level
3 from 2019, this level requires more attention to achieve at least the National Average.

Board Membership

The board will be coopting 2 new members to increase numbers after the resignation of a
member in 2020. Stu Muir and Josie Peita have both agreed to join the board and should provide
valuable input into the new principal appointment process. Stu has 3 children at the College and
Josie has previous involvement with the Board as an iwi representative from Ngaati Te Ata

School Donations

Waiuku College is again signature to the MOE Donations Scheme and we no longer ask our
parents for a $150 school donation. Some curriculum fees have also disappeared as part of this
scheme, most notably subject costs in Food Technology. We also provide and cover the cost of
stationery and subject software in Year 9 and Year 10 core subjects.
There will still be costs attached to recommended trips and camps, and for some materials that
are used for take-home products such as in senior wood technology and the arts.

Facebook – Waiuku College Page

We welcome new parents to ‘like’ our Waiuku College Facebook page, which for us is a quick and
effective way to communicate information to our parents. It also allows us to highlight student
activities, achievement and school life.

Hauraki Plains Sports Exch
Fri 9 April

We welcome parent comments, but will not make school responses, and we also do not as a habit
respond to queries for information that come through Facebook. It is better to e-mail us at
office@waiuku-college.school.nz

Kaitiakitanga Week
Mon 12 to Fri 16 April

Parking and Drop Off \ Pick Up Arrangements

Polyfest
Wed 14 to Fri 16 April
EASTER
Fri 2 to Tue 6 April
Last day of Term 1
Fri 16 April
START OF TERM 2
Mon 3 May
Please note that the
newsletter is emailed to
parents\caregivers, so
please ensure we have your
correct email address.

Our thanks again to Terry Short for opening up the land across from the school on Constable Road
to be used as parking by our senior students. This has freed up the space in front of the early
childhood centre for parents to drop off and pick up students, instead of coming through the
school or the Bus bay in the afternoon when it is busy with buses. We hope this helps ease some
of our parking and congestion issues at the start and end of school days.

Year 9 Camps – 8th to 12th March

All Year 9 students should make the most of the chance to spend two days at the Awhitu
Environmental Camp as part of our start of year programme for them. This is a great chance to
get to know their form teacher and classmates better and to be challenged with some planned
outdoor activities.

BYOD Devices

Our thanks to all the parents who brought new devices in for set up before school started.
As a full BYOD school, we have invested heavily in IT infrastructure and support at the college.
We sometimes get let down though by student who do not look after and manage their devices
well. We regularly send out e-mails with instructions for software updates and then find that
students have problems when they have not followed up. We ask that parents regularly check
on device health with students and emphasize that they manage them well.
Although we have loan devices for emergencies, we ask also that required repairs to computers
are done quickly so as not to disadvantage student learning.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF

Isaac Fanueli
Teacher Aide

Sarah Poutai
Social Sciences

Ros Horner
Art

Michelle Phillips Kathryn Woods
Emma Keys
Cindy Otterson
Mathematics Careers Manager Science\Te Reo Food Technology

INTRODUCING OUR 2021 HEAD STUDENTS
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Muir

INTRODUCING OUR 2021 PEER SUPPORT LEADERS

These students were involved with our new Year 9 student induction programme at the start of the year, and will remain as student
mentors for Year 9s as they go through their first year of college
Members are:
Nicole Kempthorne, Kyralee Eparaima, Hannah Taylor , Natasha Dobbs , Hunter Murray. Zoe Lund, Alicia Capes , Taite Muir, Keely
Lipscombe, Dharamair Singh, Shaylah Richardson, Jazmine Aicken, Emerald Kwa, Brooke Glenny, Kennedy Baird, Jessica Lu, Cody
Rack, Abbey Carroll , Kirstin Watts , Kayley Matheson, Aria Moore, Laura Walker, Brock Wheatley, Jessica Saunders, Emma Schrader,
Tyler Campbell, Carmen Burrell, Anri Kortenhoeven, Caitlin Williams, Serenity Thompson, Maisson Murray, Elizabeth Darlow, Kaiarn
Jiminez, Jordyn Hobman, Grace Lucena, Riva Grace Were, Kadia Riddle, Ella Mowbray, Mayay Pye, Jessye Darwen, Yvette McDonald,
Anna Williams, Holly McGillan, Bella Diamond Brown, Imogen Crum, Brooke Pellow, Cleo Rodger, Muhammad Che Rose, Piper
Barton and Katie deKlerk

INTRODUCING OUR NEW HOUSE NAMES
When the college began in 1960 the four houses were named after colonial era leaders: Maunsell, Grey, Hobson and Hamlin.
In 2002 a change was made to NZ native tree names: Kauri, Rimu, Totara and Matai.
After consultation with the Maori Community in 2020, the decision was made to change again to names that reflected geographical
places that were of significance to local iwi and that represented the 4 points of the compass around the town of Waiuku.

Maanukanuka

North

Blue (waters of the Manukau harbour)

The traditional name of the Manukau harbour through which the Tainui Waka voyaged under the leadership of the chief
Hotouroa.

Rehua

West

Red (setting sun on the west coast)

This was the traditional name for the gap in the hills at Karioitahi through which the road runs to the beach. It was
marker for beach travelers to turn inland to Waiuku.
Awaroa

South

Green (fields and swamps of Otaua and Aka Aka on the streams path)

The Awaroa stream was part of the historic portage between the Waikato river and the Manukau harbour.

Kaiwaka

East

Yellow (rising sun to the east)

Te Pae O Kaiwaka was the land portage trail on the east side of the village of Waiuku that connected the Manukau
Harbour and the Awaroa stream.
Summary
The new house names are a vibrant reminder of the places and the history of Waiuku as a settlement for both Maori and
later settlers.
House

Colour

Was

Maanukanuka

Blue

Totara

Rehua

Red

Rimu

Awaroa

Green

Matai

Kaiwaka

Yellow

Kauri

Senior Leader

Junior Leader

Piper Barton
Aria Moore
Anna Williams
Jessye Darwen
Shaylah Richardson
Taite Muir
Alicia Capes
Zoe Lund

Tauke Kirkwood
Kelsey Makin
Ryan Barriball
Pippa Williams
Susie Williams
Jude Akulue
Mia Goodall
Chloe Baird

Home Base
Hall
Science
Nucleus
New Gym
Old Gym

NCEA NEWS
Senior students:
• Last year’s 11Mas01 students, the external algebra paper (91027) is available from Mrs Everitt in D4.
• Last year’s DVC externals can be collected from Mr Narayan in D9
• All other external papers should now have been returned to you. Any reviews and reconsiderations must be with NZQA
by Friday 26th February.
Information can be found at
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-results/reviews-and-reconsiderations/
Check with your teacher in the first instance or see Mrs Everitt if you have any questions.
• Learning Recognition Credits and certificate results can be seen on the student’s login at NZQA. The certificate results can be
seen on Edge under My Summary/NCEA Credit Summary.
• Effective from this year: Resubmissions will not be available to improve a grade to merit or excellence. One resubmission
opportunity will be available for a minor error that prevented an Achieved grade only.
Any questions, please contact Mrs Everitt - ev@waiuku-college.school.nz

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
This year we would like to start this fantastic programme in our college.
Any students in Year 10 – 13 who are interested, or wanting to know more about
the programme should come along to a meeting at the start of lunchtime on
Thursday 18th Feb in G4.
Have a look at the website, www.dofehillary.org.nz/ or see Ms Patterson and
Mrs Lambourne.

GATEWAY
Gateway is a programme which offers work experience opportunities as well as the chance to obtain relevant workplace NCEA
credits. This is open to any Year 12 or 13 student (subject to interview process) who is thinking about their next step in life and which
career may suit them best, either via university, apprenticeship or job.
Gateway is taking Expressions of Interest - there is a form on the outside of Dreana’s wall. Please fill this in and return and I will email
with an interview time, or come visit Dreana at the back of the library for more information.

STAR
STAR courses are available throughout the year. These are a once only opportunity to support students to explore career pathways
and help them make informed decisions about their schooling and future work or study. They are generally held in school holiday time.
Some examples of courses on offer are Cut Above Hairdressing, Flight Attending, Broadcasting, and a Special Effects Makeup Taster
day at Wintec. Come and see Dreana at the back of the library for more information, or if you have a possible course of particular
interest.

SPORTS

We are needing help again for the 2021 season of sports. We need Coaches, Managers and Transport providers.
If you can assist in any of these roles for any of our sporting codes please phone Judith Coe, Sports Director – 021 642872

1st XV Rugby Training – message from the coach, Hamish Pyne

All students interested in playing rugby for the college should attend on Thursday the 18th February at our first official training for
the season. We will be training at the rugby club and trainings will start at 6pm on the far fields. Be there by 5:45pm please.
The following week we will be training twice a week Tuesdays and Thursdays until end of season same time and place as previous
week
Come along as we prepare for a good season, unlike the last one with Covid messing us around.

Congratulations to Mason Savage and Hamish Rowe
Mason and Hamish trialled for the Maori football team last year. After three trials and the
Maori football travelling all over New Zealand to create a team, both boys were invited to
represent North Island vs South Island Maori last week in Rotorua at the Rotorua
international stadium.
What a game it was. Down 3-1 in the first half with South winning and then the North came
back winning 4-3!!! It was so intense - some amazing skills and great to see Maori playing
the game.

Boy’s Football Muster

All boys wanting to play Football for the college please attend our first muster on Monday 1st March from 3.30pm onwards. Bring
training gear and shoes. All year levels welcome.

Boy’s Basketball

The first muster for the 2021 season is on Wednesday 17th February. All year 9 and 10 boys wanting to play please meet in the New
Gym from 3.30 - 5pm and Years 11 to 13 from 5pm - 7pm. Bring suitable training gear and soft soled shoes.

Year 9 Powhiri and Peer Support Photo Collage

DENTAL NOTICE

LIBRARY Opening Hours

All students under the age of 18 are entitled to free
dental care.
The Dental Caravan no longer visits our school, so
please register your child with a local dentist if you
have not already done so. Waiuku Dental Care is
directly opposite the school as part of the Health
Centre.

8.30am – 4.30pm
8.30am – 3.30pm

Monday to Thursday
Friday

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays
Note The Internet is available each day
during lunch and after school.
If students have any suggestions for new books in
the library please see Mrs Becker.

Waiuku College Facebook
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
Please like our page to keep up to date with
life at Waiuku College

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL
The Main Office needs to be made aware of sick or
injured students and ask that parents reiterate the
following procedure:
If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send
them to the Student Centre where a call home will
be made.

WANTED

ICE CREAM CONTAINERS
PLEASE DROP AT COLLEGE OFFICE

BOARD MEETING DATES 2021

BOARD CONTACT DETAILS

Monday 15 Feb – 5.30pm in Boardroom

Peter Attwood

peter.attwood001@gmail.com

Beanie Rattrie

rattrieb@my.waiuku-college.school.nz

Doug Johnson

jh@waiuku-college.school.nz

Monday 22 Mar – 5.30pm in Boardroom
Monday 17 May – 5.30pm in Boardroom
Monday 21 Jun – 5.30pm in Boardroom
Monday 16 Aug – 5.30pm in Boardroom

James Lochead-MacMillan truffles8@hotmail.com

Monday 20 Sep – 5.30pm in Boardroom

Gareth Manning

gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com

Monday 15 Nov – 5.30pm in Boardroom

Tom Vanderlaan

vl@waiuku-college.school.nz

Monday 13 Dec – 5.30pm in Boardroom

Colin Webb

colin@webb.co.nz

