
TERM 4 (12 Oct to 9 Dec) 
 

 

Po Whakanuia (remainder) 
4 November 
 

Last day for Seniors 
13 November 
 

NCEA Exams begin 
16 November 
 

Yr 10 Camp 
30 November to 4 December 
 

Senior Prizegiving 
8 December 
 

Junior Prizegiving (last day)  
9 December 
 

 
 
Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also avail-
able on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

NCEA Externals 
Senior students have just over 2 weeks of classes left before finishing for Study leave on Friday 13th   
November.  Some Year 13 and 12 students have negotiated to study at home when they are not       
required for classes at school, where the course work has been completed.  NCEA external exams start 
on Monday 26th November  with Level 2 Physics being the first cab off the rank.  Please discuss your 
child’s exam timetable and study plan with them. 

Senior Prizegiving has been postponed until the afternoon of Tuesday 8th December.  Prizewinners and 
families will be contacted about attending. 

Po Whakanuia 
Our Po Whakanuia was held on the evening of Thursday 22nd October at which we celebrated the     
success of our Maori and Pasifika students.  (See Award Winners on page 3)  This was a small affair held 
in Oha Café in Waiuku due to the uncertainty that existed around Covid alert levels and gathering sizes.  
My thanks to our special guests from New Zealand Steel and the Kingitanga, guest speaker Ayla Hoeta, 
and the Whanau who attended.  My congratulations to the students who received the 12 major awards 
we gave out.  Minor awards will be presented during a school assembly. 

Teacher Only Day 
School is closed to Yr 9 and 10 students on Thursday 19th November for a Teacher Only Day.  NCEA 
Exams scheduled for that day will be going ahead as normal. 
 

Magazine Foreword 2020 
Every year I am asked as principal to submit a foreword for the school magazine.  I include below what I 
have submitted for this year. 

January 2020 was the start of the 60th anniversary year of Waiuku College as a full secondary school.  A 
very normal start to what was to become a very unusual year.  At the end of January we welcomed 195 
new Year 9 students with a Powhiri at our School Marae.  There were a couple of international students 
who had arrived in late December who missed our start to the year as they had to spend 2 weeks in 
‘recommended’ isolation because of a strange outbreak in Wuhan, China - of a new strain of Corona 
virus.  Things changed very quickly.  The ‘distant’ outbreak in faraway China soon led to a sudden     
closing of flights and visitors from that country.  Alarming stories of the virus spreading to Italy, Iran and 
other European nations were soon filling our media.  It was not long before the first cases arrived in 
New Zealand, and suddenly we were in Lockdown.  Schools and businesses throughout New Zealand 
were closed as were our borders to international flights.  The team of ‘five million’ was activated. 

The roads were quiet.  The towns deserted and the sky was empty of planes.  It was surreal.  The nature 
gods smiled on us however, and we enjoyed long peaceful weeks of balmy late summer weather.  But 
learning had to go on for our students. 

Waiuku College was one of the lucky schools.  We had made the strategic decision 8 years previously to 
become a full BYOD school where all students were equipped with personal laptops.  Our teachers were 
up to date and up to speed with a range of education software platforms, which allowed us to maintain 
contact and connection with our students.  We all transformed into remote educators and set about 
supporting our students, while simultaneously supporting and managing our own families with their 
work and learn at home challenges.  We learnt a lot on the journey. 

We learnt that face to face contact with teachers was really important for very many students to help 
them with their learning.  We learnt that some students engaged really well with working from home, 
while others struggled and disengaged.  We learnt that not all students had the same home environ-
ment support for their learning, or the same access to resources and information as others.  We learnt 
to be more clear and simple in our instructions and we learnt to watch out for the mental wellbeing of 
our students and each other. 
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We all got to know and appreciate our Prime Minister for her calm and sensible leadership – and we celebrated a new national 
hero in our Director General of Health – Dr Ashley Bloomfield.  I named my new baby goat after him!  The daily 1pm TV updates 
became compulsory viewing. 

We all got to appreciate how lucky we were to be Kiwis with the privilege of living in relative safety in a world that was being 
stretched to its limits by the wild growth of the pandemic over most of the globe.  And we all learnt lots about social distancing, 
quarantine procedures, testing procedures, hand hygiene practices and mask wearing.  We used elbow bumps to greet people and 
kept our distance from each other in supermarket queues.  

We were the proudest nation in the world when we eliminated Covid 19 from our community.  Rugby stadiums across the country 
filled up as our national sport got going again and beaches, playgrounds, pubs, and cafés filled up with proud kiwis sharing our 
stories of success. 

And then suddenly it was back.  Especially in Auckland – and with a days notice we were once more back into lockdown with our 
school closed and our students back to learning remotely. 

One by one our sports organisations announced that they had given up on their competitions and seasons – robbing many of our 
students of the things they were good at and that made them feel good.  The weather was poorer this time around and more of us 
struggled with this second round of disruption.  But still we were lucky in comparison to the world outside our borders.  Our   
cousins in Australia who had previously done so well were shocked at the scale of the new outbreak in Victoria, while in Europe 
and the United States, second waves of infection also led to new and more drastic restrictions in many countries.  Our lives        
became even more dominated by Covid talk and the dramatic impact it was having on our world. 

As I write this in October we have once more managed to eliminate community transmission in New Zealand and we are back at 
Level 1 with our border controls being our only restrictions. 

We held an All-Black test against Australia in a packed Westpac stadium in Wellington and followed it up with an even bigger 
crowd at Eden park, where I was lucky to be in attendance 

But our confidence has been dented.  Who knows if we will bounce back in and out of Lockdowns again?  Who knows if the school 
will have to close again?  Who knows if we can have normal sports seasons again or if international students can ever come back 
to Waiuku College? 

Uncertainty has become our new normal. 

As a college we have been flexible, adaptable and efficient so far in managing these challenges and I believe we are well equipped 
and prepared to continue to do so.  Our families too need to be thinking about this new reality and how well their home circum-
stances and resources are set up to support student learning at home.  Having modern fast devices, effective internet plans and 
comfortable learning spaces in the home, all become important considerations.  Having home routines that support regular time 
doing school work, along with mental health breaks and activities are also important to be considering. 

The Ministry of Education has been generous in allocating Learning Recognition Credits to our senior students in acknowledge-
ment of the Covid impact on their NCEA achievement this year.  We believe that this will see our pass rates for 2020 be better 
than both of the previous 2 years, an outcome that our staff, students and parents can be rightly proud of.  

Amongst the disruptive events of the year we have continued to experience the life events of a typical New Zealand High School.  
We got to see our Kapa Haka group perform in the school gym just before our first lockdown.  We managed to have a school ball 
only days before the second lockdown.  We farewelled our much-respected Deputy Principal – Mark Nickless, after 19 years of 
service to the College.  Our Clayshooting team won the National Schools Title for the second year in a row.  Our Year 10 Camp is 
going ahead as usual and our prefects and head students have provided ongoing and excellent leadership through the year. 

We have learnt that we are a community and our strength lies in our ability to support each other – and that we can still be      
successful despite the many challenges we have faced.  My heartfelt thanks go out to our students and their whanau, our teachers 
and their whanau, our Board of Trustees members and our Ministry of Education and Government.  Whakawhanaugatanga is one 
of our key values as a school and 2020 has proved it to us more than ever before. 

 

Nga Mihi O Te Ra Kia Koutou 

No Reira, Tena Koutou Katoa 

Tom Vanderlaan - Tumuaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Start of Year dates for 2021: 

Term 1 - Thursday 4 February to Friday 16 April 

Yr 9 Induction days —Thursday 4th & Friday 5th February 
                                        (Peer Supporters to attend Friday 5th February) 

Waitangi Day—Monday 8th February 

All Levels in - Tuesday 9th February 



Left to right:  Beau Watson, Brooke Bruce-Hol, Tara Lipscombe, Mr Vanderlaan, 
                         Aimee Te Kanawa, Oscar Crane-Tualevao & Benjamine Rowe 

Vicky Woodley & Gretta Stephens (NZ Steel) with Waiora Minhinnick  

PO WHAKANUIA 2020 - a celebration of this year’s Maori and Pasifika success 
Po Whakanuia honours the hard work and dedication of our Maori and Pasifika students towards academic and extra-curricular studies. 

This year we have received the following scholarships: 
NZ Steel $500 scholarship to the student who has excelled in Te Reo Maori 

NZ Steel $250 x two to the Te Toa Pasifika and the Te Toa Maori recipients 

Whakapiki ake te tiro hanga ki tua o pae Scholarship - $1,000 scholarship awarded to the student who exemplifies some of the character-
istics of Dame Nganeko Minhinnick and is leaving to further their study at a tertiary institution. 

Special guests were:  Whatihua Ratu, George Flavell (Kaumaatua), Rikki Minhinnick, Turongo Paki (member of Maaori Royal Family), Te 
Ara Whanaunga Thompson (Kaumaatua) and Ayla Hoeta (Guest speaker, Auck Council) and Vicki Woodley and Gretta Stephens (NZ Steel) 

Award winners were: 
Values:  
Beau Watson   Aroha Award recognises someone who is caring, kind and giving  
Aimee Te Kanawa  Awhina Award recognises someone who is pro-active and demonstrates initiative   
Oscar Crane-Tualevao Manaaki Award recognises someone who is helpful and considerate to others  
Benjamin Rowe   Tautoko Award recognises someone who is dependable, reliable and supportive of others  
Taiki Minhinnick  Wairua Award recognises someone who others will follow, leads from the front, has mana and is a role model 

Major Awards: 
Brooke Bruce-Hol  The Toku Takaaro Award - top sportsperson  
Raiha Martin   The Te Reo Oriori is awarded to the student who has made a huge contribution to musicianship\performance  
Tara Lipscombe   The C F Brown Trophy is awarded to the student who has made an outstanding contribution to Taha Maori   
Waiora Minhinnick  The Pei Te Hurimui Jones Trophy goes to the student who has demonstrated a high level of competence in Te  
     Reo 

Waiora Minhinnick 

Matua George Flavell 

Ab-
ba impersonators:  Raiha Martin,  
Kayla Loveridge-Minhinnick and  

Staff:  Selwyn Herewini, Rhema Jakeman, Piki Jakeman, Jeri Dong-Bhana, 
            Lorraine Edwards, Amy Lambourne. 

Guest speaker Ayla Hoe-
ta with Waiora 

Zahntaye Brown-Heather 

Supreme Awards: 
Waiora Minhinnick  Dame Nganeko Minhinnick Scholarship  
Zahntaye Brown Heather Te Toa Pasifika Award  
Waiora Minhinnick  Te Toa Maaori Award  



Sport 
Judith Coe - Sports Director:   
Mobile: 021 642 872   
Email: ce@waiuku-college.school.nz  
Michelle Carroll - Sports Assistant:  
Email: michelle.carroll@waiuku-college.school.nz  

NCEA AND SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS 

This year’s NCEA exams start on Monday 16th November and 
will finish on Wednesday 9th December.  Morning exams start 
at 9:30 am and afternoon exams at 2:00 pm.  Students should    
arrive 30 minutes before their first exam and 20 minutes before 
all other exams.  Students who arrive more than 30 minutes 
after the start of the exam will not be allowed in.  Students must 
wear proper school uniform.  If they are not in uniform they will 
not be allowed into the exams. 

All senior students, except those who are not doing exams, will 
be given their Admission Slip in the next two weeks.  This sets 
out the date and time of their exams.  This is not a copy.   It 
must be brought to every exam.   They will not be allowed to sit 
their exams without it.  If they lose their slip they must see Mrs 
Everitt who can provide them with a replacement. 

On the reverse of the admission slip is the 2020 National Exter-
nal Assessment - Instructions and Information for Candidates. 
This provides more information about the exams and exam 
rules. 

This year, a number of exams are being assessed digitally.  For 
Waiuku College, these are Year 11 and Year 12 Chinese, Year 11 
and Year 12 Business, Year 13 Art History and Year 13 Health.  
Students will access the digital exams using their Learner Login.  
It is important that all students sitting digital exams have ac-
cessed their Learner Login before the exam.  Students will also 
need to bring their laptops fully charged to these exams.  In the 
event that there is a problem, or the student would prefer not 
to use their laptop, a paper copy will be available for each stu-
dent.   

Derived Grades 
Under certain circumstances you can apply for a Derived Grade 
if you miss an exam.  A Derived Grade is based on evidence, such 
as your School Derived Grade results.  You must complete a   
Derived Grade Application form and provide appropriate       
evidence. You can get a copy of the form from the school office 
or you can download it from the NZQA website 
(www.nzqa.govt.nz).  If you miss an exam because you are un-
well, you must get a doctor to complete Section B of the form.  
You can also apply for a derived grade if you believe your perfor-
mance was affected because you were ill.  Again, you will need 
to ask your doctor to fill in the relevant part of the form.        
Students can also apply if they are affected by a serious or     
traumatic event, e.g. being involved in a car accident on the way 
to the exam or the death of a close family member.  All Derived 
Application forms must be handed to Mrs Everitt by 12 noon on 
Thursday 10th December.  For more information contact Mrs 
Everitt. 

Results 
Exam results are released in mid-January.  Students can either 
log into the NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz) to view their 
results or they can order a Results Notice which will be posted to 
them.  Students wanting to receive a Results Notice should or-
der it online via the NZQA website before the end of December.  

Note that for Alert Level 1, 2 and 3, all NCEA and Scholarship 
exams will proceed. 

For Alert Level 4, it will not be possible to hold exams and 
“Unexpected Event Grades” will apply.  These will be based on 
evidence gathered in the classroom.  Note that “Unexpected 
Event Grades” are not available for Scholarship. 

Exams will also go ahead on the Changes to NCEA Teacher     
Planning day scheduled for Thursday 19th November. 

 

AWHITU PENINSULA YEAR 10 CAMP 2020 
30th November – 4th December 2020 

Your student will have received their paperwork regarding this 
camp.  Please ensure the info and consent form are signed and 
returned, and payment made to the office by 30th October. 
 

GATEWAY 
Any students interested in Gateway for 2021 can pick up an 
expression of interest form from the Careers room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAYSHOOTING 
Fantastic news, after three days of shooting at the Nationals 
our ‘A’ boys team are once again NZ National title holders.   

Members are:  Kiel Bell Tipene, Luke Cathcart, Jack Thomas, 
Hayden Coe and Tom Thomas.  

Aimee Clarke won the Ladies National title as top ladies shooter 
overall.  Aimee, Jack and Luke made the North team and NZ 
Regional side .  

Tom Thomas was placed 2nd overall Junior shooter on day 1 
and Hayden Coe was placed 3rd overall Junior shooter.  

Some fantastic results over three big days and we are so proud 
of them all.   

 

Aimee Clark 

Left to right:  Hayden Coe, Jack Thomas, Kiel Bell Tipene,  
                         Luke Cathcart, and Tom Thomas 

mailto:ce@waiuku-college.school.nz
mailto:michelle.carroll@waiuku-college.school.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz


 

10JK TRIP—WERO WHITE WATER RAFTING 

Students enjoyed a session of white water rafting recently. 

 



 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

WANTED 

ICE CREAM CONTAINERS   

Second-Hand Uniform Items 

We would very much appreciate any second-

hand uniform items you may no longer need.   

Please hand in at the school office. 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2020 

Monday 16 November—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

Monday 7 December—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan (Parent Rep) truffles8@hotmail.com  

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Beanie Rattrie (Student Rep) rattrieb@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 

 

This is a great opportunity for students to explore the Northland region 
through the eyes of a surfer and enjoy the many different beaches. Have 
the opportunity to visit Cape Reinga, sand boarding Te Paki Dunes, hot-
pools, sunset surfs and more. This is open to beginner and intermediate 
surfers. 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege

