
Covid 19 Alert Level 1 
 

A very long term ends 
Although the Government brought the end of Term 1 holiday break forward by two weeks, the reality 
has been that for many of our students and teachers, they have been working continuously since the 
start of the year which is twenty-two weeks. This has been tiring and challenging and it was noticeable 
that sickness  and absence from school had been on the increase over the last few weeks. 

Canteen carnival 
We were very pleased to celebrate the end of term last Friday with our Canteen Carnival day.  It was 
international dress mufti day with a gold coin donation going to Canteen – along with twenty-two  
sponsored staff and students having their heads shaved to raise funds. It was great to see a good turn-
out of parents and former students supporting the cause and raising close to $10,000 for this great 
charity which is very special to Waiuku College.  The many and varied food stalls and lunchtime         
activities (leg waxing!) were an added bonus and helped create a real end of term fun occasion. 

And for those of you lamenting having a local principal with a mullet – the good news is that it is now 
gone! Thanks to those of you who sponsored me personally which gave me a pleasing total of close to 
$800.  However, I was put to shame by our mullet wearing Deputy Head Boy – Brooke Bruce-Hol, who 
had well over $1500!  Nice work Brooke and well done to all the students who were shaved for the 
cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior NCEA Achievement 
As reported in our last newsletter, students will receive 1 extra credit for every 5 they have passed, up 
to a maximum of 10 for Year 11 and 8 for Years 12 and 13. Subject endorsement levels will drop from 
14 to 12 credits and for Year 13 students, the requirement to pass 3 UE subjects with 14 credits has 
been lowered to 3 x 12 credits. 

An analysis of our NCEA achievement on July 1st has shown that along with these changes, our senior 
student achievement to this point has crept above the average level we were at over the last 2 years. 

Year 11 / Level 1 students are averaging 37.1 credits, which is 4 credits higher than our 2 years average. 

Year 12 / Level 2  students are averaging 24.6 credits, which is 2 credits higher than our 2 years average 

Year 13 / level 3 students are averaging 18.0 credits, which is 2 credits higher than our 2 years average 

Well done to our students, teachers and supportive parents/caregivers who have helped maintain this 
pleasing standard of achievement through some very challenging times. 

 
TERM 3 starts 20 July 
 
Senior Parent Interviews 
28 July - 4.30 - 7.30pm 
 

Junior Parent Interviews 
4 August - 4.30 - 7.30pm 
 

Yr 12\13 in-house Careers 
Day - “Where to From Here?” 
5 August 
 

School Ball 
8 August 
 

House Competion Week 
10-14 August 
 

Option Information Ev. 
20 August 
 

Tough Guy\Tough Gal 
8 September 
 

Derived Grade Exams 
14-18 September 
 

Maori Language Wk 
14-18 September 
 

Haka Competition 
24 September 
 

Last Day—Talent Quest 
25 September 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 



Student Reports 
Reports have been sent out by e-mail for Senior and Junior students. Senior reports will include a summary of NCEA Achievement 
so far this year. This can be compared to the average achievement outlined previously. 

Please note that some students with more ‘academic programmes’ may have less credits at this stage of the year due to having 
more external exams to sit at the end of the year.  We run ‘ practice exams’ late in Term 3 to get an indication of how well these 
students might perform in the end of year external assessments. 

End of Year – Change of Dates Reminder 

Seniors Study Leave -  November 12th  

NCEA exams start on November 16th  

Senior Prizegiving  -  December 8th at 1pm (normally held early Nov – now after NCEA Exams)  

Junior Prizegiving  -  December 9th at 11am   

Sports are Back 
I have enjoyed seeing our students back in action in a range of sports which started up over the last few weeks.  There have been 
some great performances in Hockey, Soccer, Basketball and Claybird Shooting, along with some pleasing pre-season performances 
by our rugby teams. 

International Students 
We farewelled six international students last week, going back to Germany, Holland and Japan. Our total is now down to eleven 
full time internationals as the border closure impacts on our ability to receive new students. All our planned group visits have been 
cancelled. We are hopeful that plans will be in place to welcome new internationals for the start of 2021.  In the meantime, we 
will be tightening our belts to deal with the drop in budgeted income. 

Uniform – Headwear 
The college has greatly increased its uniform flexibility in recent years to keep our students comfortable – especially in winter. Our 
rules allow plain black beanies, plain burgundy caps (no other colours) and plain burgundy bucket hats.  Regulation Hoodies have 
been available from the Warehouse this year, but hoods must be worn down in class. Please do not allow students to come to 
school  wearing non-regulation hoodies. 

Year 9 Music Performance 
We were lucky to see performances by 9HH and 9NS at admin assemblies in the last 2 weeks of the term.  Both were really       
impressive considering they only had an 8-week block of learning behind them, and every student had to be part of the class band!  
Compliments to Mr Ruegg and the students for this amazing achievement. 

Treaty of Waitangi Policy - 0 Te Tiriti O Waitangi 
The Board of Trustees has carried out a review of this policy and we wish to thank the members of our Maori community who 
gave input, including that from our local iwi – Ngaati Te Ata. I have included in this newsletter a draft of the policy, which will be 
submitted to the Board for ratification in August. 

Pop-up Kapa Haka 
It was fantastic to see last Wednesday the local schools all come together in the town square to entertain our community with 
Kapa Haka performances to celebrate Matariki.  Thank you to Matua Selwyn, Whaea Piki and Whaea Rhema for coordinating this 
event. 

Where To From Here? 
On Wednesday 5th August, we are suspending the timetable for all Year 12 and 13 students so that they can participate in a day of 
workshops looking at work, training and further education opportunities. Over twenty outside organisations will be presenting and 
students will be able to select the workshops that interest them the most. Given recent events, it is more important than ever that 
students give serious thought to what they want to do when they leave school. 

 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

School Holiday Office Hours 

CLOSED - Monday 6th to Friday 10th July 

OPEN - Mon 13th – Fri 17th July   

(8:30am – 4:30pm) 



BURGER COMPETITION 
Year 10 Food had their Burger competition this week.       
Students trialled different patty flavours and then developed 
their own unique burger, complete with logo and packaging. 

The Judges had a great time tasting and gave the participants 
some great feedback. 

The students captured the best angle of their burgers, but 
were a bit shy to have a group photo. 

The Judges were Carrie Rose, Mr Perry & Mr Hammersley. 







PRIMARY INDUSTRIES NEWS 
Level one and two students have been busy planting native 
trees on beach reserves and farmland riparian areas. Thank 
you to Brian and Amelia Hamilton for demonstrating the     
water quality testing process and being a volunteer driver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Sinclair and Andy Saunders from Trap NZ held a     
practical lesson with students on how to protect plants from 
pests.  

 

 

 

Leanna Birch from her business NZ Regenerate talking to the class 
about career paths in Primary Industry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Judith Coe—Sports Director:   
Mobile 021 642 872   
email ce@waiuku-college.school.nz  

 

Level 1 Return to Sport 

We have been flat out with getting all our teams sorted and 
getting their gear ready for them to start an exciting winter 
season of sport. 

Our Senior Boys Basketball is up and running at Bruce Pulman 
Park and the Franklin Competition is starting shortly. 

Both our Boys and Girls Hockey teams are hitting the turf in 
Pukekohe on these chilly nights, playing the first couple of 
rounds of their competition. 

This year we are feilding 3 Football teams, 2 boys and 1 girls 
team, and they have had a couple of great games already. 

Our Claybird Shooters are winning shields so early in the     
season and are looking forward to adding to their accomplish-
ments. 

Rugby has kicked off the season for our boys with a pre-season 
each and they are looking forward to getting their knees dirty 
and playing more rugby. This year we are lucky enough to be 
able to put 2 Girls 7’s Rugby teams into a local competition 
starting shortly. 

And last but not least, our Netball Girls start their season off on 
the 18th July with some grading days and then into the full 
swing of their competition. 

So good luck to all our teams and hope you have a great      
season. 

Judith & Michelle 

 

Clay Target Shooting 
Last Thursday was the Team’s first competition shoot at the 
Auckland Met in Pukekohe hosted by themselves, Pukekohe 
High School and Tuakau College - a very late start to the    sea-
son due to Covid-19. 

A very smoothly run day with just under 100 shooters com-
peting for a wonderful array of prizes donated by businesses 
and families from our amazing community.  Thank you for your 
incredible support. 

With plenty of rain throughout the night, the day wasn’t  look-
ing good weather-wise, but I’m pleased to report that at 
8.30am it stopped and we had a rain-free day making for a 
great competition.  

It was our Number One team of Kiel Bell-Tipene, Hayden Coe, 
Luke Cathcart, Austin Roberts and Jack Thomas who stood up 
in the first event and won the Gavin Paton Trophy, shooting a 
total team score of 95\100.  They also placed second equal in 
the Points Score Event with Hauraki Plains College, but after a 
shoot off, took third place just two points behind. 

Year 10 student Hayden Coe took out third place in the Junior 
Section shooting 19\20, 55\60 and 9\10 - a great start to their 
season, especially as they are such a young group of shooters.   

The next shoot is this Thursday, 2nd July in Hamilton, where 
we’re hoping for some more positive results. 

Sport  

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day  
          during lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 

We are experiencing an increased number of parents  

turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often 

the Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask 

that  parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them to 

the Student Centre where a call home will be made.   

Second Hand Uniform Items 

We would very much appreciate any second-

hand uniform items you may no longer need.  

We are especially interested in 

Waiuku College school ties.   

Please hand in at the school office. 

mailto:ce@waiuku-college.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege


BOARD MEETING DATES 2020 

Monday 3 August—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

Monday 7 September—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

Monday 19 October—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

Monday 16 November—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

Monday 7 December—5.30pm in the Boardroom 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Danniella Bell (Student Rep) belld@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan (Parent Rep) truffles8@hotmail.com  

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 

WANTED 

ICE CREAM CONTAINERS   

PLEASE DROP AT COLLEGE OFFICE 


